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CHAPTER II. 

THE CHARACTER OF MAGIC 

R ELIGION in its primitive stage is almost inseparable from 
magic. In parts of Africa and Asia where primitive cults still 
survive, the priest is a magician. It is only at a much later stage 
that the two functions are seen to be incompatible. For religion, 
casting off superstition, adheres to reason, recognizes and 
supports the moral order of the universe. 

Magic, on the other hand, rejecting the stem, moral order, with 
its slow reward of unremitting toil, teaches the emancipation of 
the passions, and promises immediate gratification of the senses 
and of selfish aims. On its adepts, it showers material advantages 
of all kinds — for a brief period only. But they must first proclaim 
themselves its slaves and give guarantees for their loyalty. This 
they do by denying the existence of a higher order, deposing their 
reason, and debasing themselves in lust and crime. 

One of the fundamental principles of magic is that of reflection, 
or what might be called, "the looking-glass theory." It is not an 
ordinary mirror, but a magic mirror, and reflects things very 
differently from what they are. We are familiar with concave, 
convex, and other curiously-shaped mirrors, which make the 
reflected object (e.g., the face) look larger or smaller, thinner or 
fatter, than it is, or distort it in other ways. The magic mirror is 
on this order. 

In general, the "object" or usual conception of things, is 
exoteric, while the "reflection" is esoteric, and is the "object" 
reversed or distorted. For example, exoteric vice becomes 
esoteric "virtue," and vice-versa; reason becomes "hypo- 
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crisy"; non-reason becomes "truth," etc., according to a certain 
subjective point of view. 

Tha nks to the continuous use of the magic mirror, for the 
occultist the reflection becomes the reality. 

This non-reason, the very essence of magic, has to be guarded 
against exposure. Hence the need for the secrecy and mystery 
which, at all times, have shrouded the cabinet of the magician. 
Were these fallacies exposed, only the weak-minded and the 
more unruly natures would be attracted by the dross and tinsel, 
the empty pomp and pride which, for a short season, magic holds 
in its gift. 

In the days when religion included much learning which has 
since been classed under various branches of science, magic 
assumed the dress of religion. To-day magic flourishes no less 
ubiquitously under the garb of science: the occult sciences or 
occultism. It claims to be the science of all the sciences, to 
possess a secret knowledge of the principles underlying physics, 
chemistry, physiology, etc. At the same time, it passes among 
adepts as the noblest philosophy and as the purest and most 
ancient religion. 

If one examines these claims in respect to each science, one 
always meets with the same phenomenon. Occultism may appear 
to follow general principles similar to those of science; but at 
some point there is a hiatus in the occult reasoning, and the occult 
theory goes off into a kind of mysticism where no logic can 
follow. 

The modem occult writer tries to defend his theory by saying 
that "the true explanation can only be given to the initiate," that 
"we must experience certain phenomena to understand the theory 
fully." But if the student will take the trouble to consult the 
original magical treatises themselves (viz., the Kabbalah, the 
works of 'Hermes,' of Paracelsus), he will discover that in all of 
them the character of non-reason is fundamental. The lie is of the 
essence of occultism. It is only when one has consciously or un- 
consciously accepted this non-reason as truth, that occult 
principles appear sound. 
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To illustrate, occultism will be briefly considered from various 
angles. 

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF OCCULTISM. 

Although psychology is of very recent origin and has not 
earned the title of science, it nevertheless casts much light on the 
real nature of occultism. 

In the Freudian system, 'Love (i.e., sexual attraction) makes the 
world go round.' We all (according to this view) have " sex 
problems " from the age of three onwards. Of course we have not 
always recognized our problems in the past as definitely sex 
problems: that has been our failing; no wonder we were unable to 
solve them! The minor problems which are not sex problems, are 
either derivatives of the latter, or will become sex problems if 
allowed to develop. The importance of sex is explained thus. Man 
is actuated by the baser instincts: if he should appear to be 
actuated by a noble instinct, that is merely a form of "hypocrisy" 
or self-deception. A noble instinct is a myth: all genuine instincts 
are base. As man is the highest form of animal, he concentrates in 
himself all the animal instincts of previous evolutions: the 
sluggishness of the slug, the malignity of the snake, the sadism of 
the hyena, .the ferocity of the wolf, etc. 

Now in nature there is the intense struggle for existence into 
which all creatures enter at birth. "Existence" means the 
"existence of the species," which depends, of course, on the 
propagation of the species. So every creature from the minute it is 
bom, is preoccupied with one idea: self-propagation, or satisfying 
the sex instinct. What drives the un-hatched duckling to break the 
shell? The sex instinct. Of what is the alligator dreaming as he 
lies almost submerged in the zoo pond? Of the hour of mating. 

The result of the constant preoccupation with self-propagation 
through countless evolutions, is that all the specialized instincts 
(such as malignity, ferocity, etc.) are derived from, or merge into, 
the all-important sex instinct. 

The Freudian theory explains the polarity of the sexes: the 
active principle is male, the complement or passive principle is 
female. Both may be found in different individuals of the same 
sex, sometimes in the same individual. 
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Man has developed, in addition to his animal-inherited in- 
stincts, a specialized instinct which he calls "reason." Man found 
that it was a great help to him in seeking to satisfy the sex 
instinct, if he pretended to possess qualities which he did not 
have, if he developed a certain hypocrisy. As time went on, this 
hypocrisy became so habitual with him that it seemed to him 
perfectly natural. He then proceeded to develop it for itself, to 
talk about it and sing about it, and give it the name of "reason," or 
"the noble instincts." 

But this did not change man's nature: the sex instinct still 
predominates and, in the times between mating, it takes the form 
of thirst for power. Every man would be a dictator if he could; if 
not, he must impose his will on weaker persons, or at any rate 
impress himself with his own importance. This thirst for power 
is the expression of the ego. 

The ego is repressed by this hypocrisy called "reason," which 
prevents man from gratifying his sex instinct as he was intended 
to do by nature. The cure (according to Freud) is to study one's 
sex instinct, and to gratify it (as far as may be) physically or 
mentally, as one goes along. The other instincts should be 
allowed the same freedom. Thus the ego is no longer repressed 
and no longer causes internal suffering or " complexes." (1) 

The above summary holds for both the Freudian theory and the 
occult point of view: Freud has stated the esoteric theory in terms 
of psychology. 

The disastrous consequences of such a perverted doctrine 
taught in the most attractive form to tens of thousands of weak- 
willed people in all countries, may easily be imagined. 

Preoccupation with sex makes the individual susceptible to 
hypnotic suggestion. He, in turn, becomes a medium for occult 
influence. When there are several such mediums in a large 
gathering — whether it be a group assembled for an auction or a 
meeting of Parliament — the body becomes subject to mass 
hypnotism. 

The fallacies of the Freudian theory are patent: in the first 
place, there is no such thing as the all-powerful "sex impulse." 


(1 ) His neighbours should be the ones to suffer now. 
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But psychology (which is more than Freud) elucidates certain 
points concerning the formation of character in normal people. 
These may be resumed as follows: i. Beginning at the age of five 
(or younger), the child gradually develops his " ego." 
The ego proper has nothing to do with sex and is distinct 
from the appetites: it is the child's subjective picture of himself; 
it may be either conscious or unconscious. It manifests itself in 
various ways. The child may want to play the leading role in the 
household, and be greedy of attention and applause. On the 
other hand, the child may appear outwardly very modest, but 
inwardly be playing the hero to himself. The ego finds 
innumerable ways of expression. 

2. As the child grows up, the ego is constantly shifting, as one by 
one its claims are discredited and abandoned. Perhaps the child 
thought he was the cleverest boy in the world, till he met other 
children who were cleverer. Then the child thought he could run 
faster than the others, till one day this claim fell too. Still the ego, 
far from admitting defeat as each fort falls, reappears the next day 
behind a new one which it claims is impregnable. In fact as the 
struggle between objective reason and subjective ego are 
protracted, year after year, the ego becomes more wily, more 
determined, and its influence over the boy or girl grows stronger. 

3. When maturity is reached — (or perhaps later in life) — there 
comes a crisis in the person's life. Whatever the superficial 
motive, the real cause is that the ego is at bay. Its increasing 
demands can be met no longer; all its claims are seen to have 
been false. Y et the person feels that to deny his ego, is to destroy 
himself. He must either deny his ego, — and some people would 
rather commit suicide to save their ego (pride) — or else cheat, 
that is, pretend that he still believes his ego. This last course 
amounts to deposing his reason. 

The first course will cost him a tremendous effort, but he will 
have dethroned the ego. When it raises itself again and tries to 
recover its old power, he will always be a match for it and 
recognize it under all its new disguises. 
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If he follows the second course, he will cease to be amenable to 
reason whenever the ego is in opposition. His character will sink, 
slowly in some cases, and he may outwardly preserve 
appearances for several years. The temptation will be to look at 
himself in the magic mirror, in this instance, his own subjective 
imagination. 

Where the crisis has been acute, however, the victory of the 
ego usually leads to extremes. It now rules him with a rod of iron. 
It entices him to speculation, that illusion of wealth; it leads him 
to flattery and ostentation, and to the indulgence of his appetites. 
As it becomes stronger, it will drive him to sexual indulgence and 
to the complementary reaction, all forms of violence and hatred. 
The more he sinks, the more will his ego exalt him. He lives with 
his (magic) mirror. This is the inferiority-superiority complex in 
its acute form. 

Thus far psychology. 

Now in the last stage, where the man is the slave of the ego 
which drags him mercilessly down through every depravity, 
where reason is absolutely rejected, — here we have the occult 
ideal. Every person in this stage exhibits the same base instincts, 
which occultists call the "natural" instincts: they therefore call 
him the "true man." He has escaped the "hypocrisy" of reason. 

It is not necessary to be depraved in the flesh in order to 
become the " true man." Theoretically, the "true man" should not 
allow his body to be too much contaminated; he should learn to 
satisfy his lusts in the heart, not in the flesh. But, in point of fact, 
this subjective sin becomes more or less materialized. 

Every bit of individuality is eradicated in such a "true man." 
The ego of which he is the slave, is the same ego for every other 
person in the same stage of depravity: it is a form of the universal 
ego of phallism. The person is so subject to hypnotic suggestion 
(for instance, biblical prophecies, etc.) that his reactions can be 
predetermined. 

A group of people in this state can all be led to act as one man: 
there is a collective ego which supersedes the individual ego. 
Each person identifies his own ego with the collective ego. The 
group is animated by a common hatred 
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against society and a thirst for " vengeance," that is, bloodshed. 
These passions, as has been observed, are the complements of 
excessive sexual indulgence and greed. 

The group fears exposure to reason; it thrives in secrecy and 
hypocrisy. In its thoughts, reason is supplanted by a firm belief in 
magic. Such is the character of all secret societies when they have 
reached a certain development. 

As these societies have to recruit new members, the first 
degrees of initiation are purged of all suggestion of the real nature 
of the group. The neophyte must be weaned of reason slowly and 
led gently down the slopes of depravity. 

We have seen how the ego of the depraved person identified 
itself with the collective ego of the depraved group. From this it 
is only a step to the conception of the ego of depraved humanity, 
considered collectively from its creation. This conception is the 
phallic god. He claims to be eternal, because he does not die with 
the individual, nor with a single race. The occult doctrine tells the 
individual to develop his ego, by gratifying his base instincts, and 
to identify his ego with the ego of depraved humanity, that is, 
with the phallic god. The ego of the individual becomes a little 
phallic god, modelled on the big phallic god; and since the big 
phallic god is the collective ego of all past and present egos, the 
individual ego survives in the god. 


OCCULT PHYSIOLOGY. 

The esoteric physiology of man must appear fantastic to the 
medical student. From the point of view of mechanics, man (we 
are told) is composed of three parts: 

1. The brain. 

2. The body. 

3. The vaso-motor nerve system, co-ordinated by the Great 
Sympathetic. 

This last is called the astral body; in it the blood plays an 
important role as the life-principle. This astral body has three 
functions: 

(a) It unites, by double polarity, the physical body with the brain. 
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(b) It is the hidden agent, doing functions of vegetative life and 
preserving the body, etc. 

(c) It can shine about the individual; is an invisible atmosphere 
known as the astral aura; it can also leave the body entirely. 

The three parts are compared to a horse, cart, and driver. The 
driver is the brain; the cart is the body; and the vasomotor system, 
or astral body, is the horse. It would seem, however, that, under 
some circumstances, the horse (astral body) changed places with 
the driver (brain). 

The astral body is a difficult conception. Though it corresponds 
to physical parts, it is also endowed with ultra-physical qualities: 
here is the principle of non-reason. 

Occultism is concerned with developing this astral body, or 
more properly, its astral ultra-physical qualities. The astral body 
can be "projected" at a distance, it can enter into the body of 
another man and make it talk and act as the possessor of the astral 
body wants. It is the astral body which explains the phenomena 
of telepathy, hypnotism, etc. 

From a somewhat different angle, man is esoterically divided 
into three main parts as follows: 

1. The head, seat of the brain. 

2. The abdomen or solar plexus, seat of the emotions. 

3. The sexual organs. 

Each of the above is again subdivided into three parts, making 
three triads, or nine subdivisions in all. These are graphically 
represented by three triangles whose apices are numbered 1-9, 
shown in Plate I. Below these triangles is a point which, for 
convenience, may be said to correspond to the feet. (2) 

According to esoteric principles, the formation of man is 
analogous to that of the universe. This is the doctrine of the 
Microcosm or Little World (man) and of the Macrocosm or Great 
World (the universe). There is a strict correspondence between 
each element in man and the analogous element in the universe. 
All magic is based on this theory of correspondences. 

The diagram (Plate I) has therefore several interpretations. 

(2) The explanation of the diagram, given in the Kabbalah, is too obscene to be 
reproduced in extenso. 
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It represents the individual man. It also represents collective man, 
the race or nation. It represents the phallic god, or the universe. 

The feminine is defined esoterically as the necessary com- 
plement of every active (male) principle or element. " Woman 
develops or perfects what man creates; woman possesses the 
sentiment or 'soul' faculties, whereas man possesses the mental 
faculties." This double polarity exists not only between the sexes, 
but also in each individual. In man, the "heart" or solar plexus, is 
negative; in woman, positive. 

We now come to what is called the " seven parts of the soul." 
By this, one may understand the ego of psychology, to which the 
base instincts have attached themselves in past evolutions. 

1. The elemental soul : this is the ego undetermined, the shell or 
envelope. 

2. The mineral soul: the ego with its chemical qualities. 

3. The plant soul: the ego with its vegetative qualities. 

4. The animal soul: the ego with the animal desires. 

5. The human soul: the ego with its special aptitude for mental 
work. 

6. The soul of the demi-gods: the ego which has made the person 
its slave, deposed reason, and has modelled itself on the phallic 
ego. 

7. The soul of the gods: the ego which has identified itself with 
the ego of the phallic god in all particulars. 

In a physical sense, the "sevenfold soul" is the two lower 
triangles of Plate I in combination. The second triangle is folded 
over (so to speak) the third triangle, thus forming a hexagram or 
"Seal of Solomon." The second triangle is "male," the third 
"female." .. When they are joined or "interlaced," they represent 
sexual union, natura naturans. ...(3) 

The "sevenfold soul" is the six parts of the two lower triangles 
in combination, thus: 

1. The "elemental soul" is the whole: it is represented in Plate I-B 
as the central circle "d." 


(3) The phallic god is bi sexual and has both male organs (second triangle) and 
female organs (third triangle). 
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2-7. The six other "parts of the soul" are simply the six elements 
of the two triangles. In Plate I-B they are represented by the small 
circles within the circle "d" and numbered 4-9, as they bear these 
numbers in Plate I. 

This "interlacing" (sexual union) is in four stages. The first 
three stages are indicated by the three circles above the main 
figure in Plate I-B, as follows: 

Circle "a": The idea or "archetype form in the soul." Circle "b" : 
The "pure spirit." Circle "c" : The "soul or spirit." And finally, 
Circle "d" : The "plastic mediator" or the "soul" in combination. 

The sexual interpretation is the original and fundamental 
one, — (though it is impossible to discuss it fully here) — while 
the other meanings have come, by association of ideas or 
otherwise, to attach themselves firmly to the diagram. For the 
present purpose, a general notion of the diagram is sufficient. The 
numbers and their position in the diagram should be noted, with a 
view to comparison with diagrams shown later. 


In esoteric works, this talk about the "parts of the soul" leads to 
the exposition of the theory of transmigration of souls. After 
entering into the bodies of animals, and of men of lower and 
higher degree, the soul, when it reaches perfection, enters into 
"union with God" (the phallic god) with whom its identity is 
merged. This "union with God," called theocrasy, has a sexual 
meaning. 

Mention has been made of the magic mirror: in it, the phallic 
adept sees himself reflected as a god. The reflection of the " 
interlaced " triangles or hexagram is the double hexagram shown 
in Plate II. 

This represents the "sevenfold soul" (sexual union) of 
microprosopus ("little face") and the reflection in the magic 
mirror, which is the "sevenfold soul" of macroprosopus ("big 
face"). For the occultist, the reflection becomes the 
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reality. He believes that the phallic god is all-powerful on earth 
and can grant all man's desires. 

* * * * 

ESOTERIC ARITHMETIC. 

Of all the inventions, the theory of number has proved one of 
the most far reaching and the foundation of the exact sciences. 
With its "two and two are four," it is the essence of reason 
throughout; thus it constitutes a direct challenge to the doctrine of 
non-reason. To defend itself, magic has had somehow to enlist 
number on its side, by assuring to number a pivotal post in its 
dogma. Of course this could only be done by means of some 
ingenious fallacy, to be concealed at all costs. 

From the first, the theory of number exercised a great 
fascination over Eastern minds. A number in itself is a pure 
abstraction; yet it enters into everything concrete. Seven cows 
may be grazing in a meadow; these cows will go the way of all 
flesh; but seven other cows will still be grazing in a meadow. The 
number seven (as the rest of the series) is imperishable, eternal. 

It is claimed that the phallic god conceived the first or prime 
numbers. Each number is supposed to have an eternal prototype 
or form — what Plato called idea in the Republic. When the god 
had engendered the first numbers, these in turn engendered other 
numbers, and so on. 

To those who have not discarded reason, it is inconceivable 
that the crude, physical act of generation be literally applied to 
the mental processes of thought. But the secret worshippers of 
Pan, including Eleusinian Brother Plato (4) and a 

(4) Concerning Plato, the reader will recall the following points: 

(a) His connexion with the Eleusinian Mysteries. 

(b) His hostile attitude toward established religion. 

(c) His theory of the Fonns. 

(d) His plan for a Republic, a Communist State in which the family was to be 
abolished and such sexual promiscuity encouraged that ' nobody would know 
his own son or his own brother.' 

(e) His defence of homosexuality in the Republic and in the Symposium — so 
cleverly satirized, in a later century, by another Greek writer, Lucian. 
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host of other philosophers since, have taken such sublime flights 
without thinking anything of it ! 

Now certain numbers correspond to certain geometrical forms: 
three marks the apices of the equilateral triangle; four, the comers 
of the perfect square (5); six, the points of a regular hexagon, and 
so forth. This geometrical connexion gave colour to the belief in 
their existence as separate entities. 

The use of the visual image or glyph in the application of the 
esoteric principle of analogy led to the use of numbers and 
symbols. Each number corresponds to an idea and hieroglyph, 
and the esoteric rules for the combination of numbers check the 
combination of the symbols and ideas. In the works of the 
Pythagoreans, abundant material is found. Plutarch has 
summarized some of it in his essay on "Isis and Osiris," where he 
explains the use of " triangular " and " lozenge-shaped " numbers, 
which occultists accept on the same basis as square and cube 
numbers. 

In regard to the rules for figuring, the following peculiarities 
are noted : 

a. Esoteric addition. Given any number between 1 and 9, to 
find its "sum," add to it the sum of all the lower numbers. For 
example, 

the sum of 2 is 1 + 2=3 
„ ,, „ 3 is 1 +2 +3 = 6 

„ „ „ 4 is 1 +2 + 3 + 4 = 10. 

b. Esoteric reduction. Numbers consisting of two or more 
figures, are reduced to their elemental nature by the simple 
addition of the figures. Thus, 

for 25:2 + 5 = 7 
for 72:7 + 2 = 9 
,,216:2+1+6 = 9 
,,65:6 + 5 = 11 1 + 1=2 

The first ten numbers with their commonest esoteric meanings 
are as follows: 

1. Unity, the positive or active principle 

2. The complement or reflection of 1, the negative or passive 
principle. 

(5) The ancients believed that a square could be found which had exactly the 
same area as a given circle. This problem was called " squaring the circle." The 
number 4 is sometimes used to repre-sent the circle as well as the square. 
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3. The trinity, or triangle; the first balanced term, resulting from 
the action of the two proceeding, 1 and 2. 

4. The first material form, the perfect square; the four quarters of 
the globe. 

5. The pentagram; the action of the active principle (i) on the 
material form (4); the "Star of David" (a special sexual meaning) 

: Life. 

6. The hexagram : the equilibrium of forces of the two opposing 
tendencies in nature, evolutionary and involutional, represented 
by the hieroglyph of the "Seal of Solomon" (two interlaced 
triangles). 6 is the esoteric sum of 3. 

7. The action of the equalizing force (3) on the material or 
perfected term (4). 

8. Equilibrium of the forms. 

9. The triple ternary, symbol of the three material planes. 

10. The action of the active principle (i) on the void 0 (zero). 
The first complete creation, image and model of all succeeding 
creations. 

To the above should be added the esoteric 0 (zero), the circle, 
the infinite. There are thus eleven glyphs in all which form the 
figure shown in Plate I, and which for convenience may be called 
the hendekaglyph or "eleven-figure." 

The exoteric numbering is: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11; the 
esoteric numbering is: 0, 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 

This point has its significance, as it serves to conceal a major 
fallacy. 

The number series begins, as everyone knows, with unity. But 
if the usual numbering were employed in this case, it would 
naturally raise the question : Whence is the first unit? In other 
words. How is the universe derived from nothing? Pan's 
worshippers can never answer this question satisfactorily, and 
they therefore try to elude it by confusing nothing and unity. 
They put 0 for 1 , and explain that 0 and 1 are so closely related 
that 1 is really implied in 0, for 0 added to 1 and so forth. The 
names and attributes they attach to 0 and starts the new series 10; 
0 added to 10 starts the series 100, 
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to 1 , are indeed so interrelated that it is often difficult to tell from 
the text which of the two is meant. 

* * * * 

ESOTERIC THEOLOGY. 

As we have seen, the fundamental doctrine of magic is 
phallism. New life is created by the act of generation (the 
argument runs): therefore the life-force is generated by the sexual 
forces, the union of male and female elements. The phallic god is 
hermaphrodite or bi-sexual. The sexual organs are considered 
sacred, while the rites and ritual are designed to liberate the 
passions and the natural instincts from the control of the reason. 
As reason is an obstacle to this creed, so also is the moral order, 
discovered and recognized by reason. The novice must denounce 
as fraud the existence of a moral order, together with that of its 
Creator. 

The creation of the universe (according to the phallic adepts) is 
the work of the hermaphrodite god. The universe was not created, 
but procreated or engendered by him in successive stages. The 
god himself is supposed to have been the original and unique 
emanation of the divine substance (or the void) of which all 
things are made. In this role, the god is known as Pan, the first 
Principle of Nature. (6) 

Thus man is placed on a par with his creator: both are divine 
and immortal; man creates when he procreates. No doctrine was 
ever better devised to destroy reason by self-conceit and to 
plunge man into lust and crime. 

To his worshippers, the phallic god manifests himself, under 
one form or another, and gives them supernatural aid and 
counsel. (7) He takes part in their intrigues, now exalting one, 
now another favourite or faction. He is most liberal in promises 
and flattery; he points out the short road to wealth and binds with 
fetters of gold; he tempts to orgies and goads to crime. In wiles, 
deceits, and lies, he is unsurpassed. 

(6) Pan, from the Greek to pan ("the whole"). The god is known by a multitude 
of names, according to the roles in which he chooses to appear. Some of these 
are appropriate, but most are merely aliases of one sort or another. 

(7) So at least his adepts have always declared, and, in the face of their 
testimony, it seems futile to deny the phenomenon. 
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In his conceit, he pretends to have inspired in man all the 
inventions of the human reason. 'He is Prometheus, the friend of 
men, who gave them fire, taught them all the crafts, showed them 
the rich ore and precious stones buried in the earth, and so forth. 
It is for these countless benefactions conferred on humanity that 
the jealous spirits who claim to be true gods have combined 
against him and wronged him. (8) He is the brightest angel 
unjustly cast out of heaven, Lucifer, son of the morning.' 

* * * * 

The hendekaglyph is described by initiates in the terms of 
theology. These terms are somewhat baffling to the layman at 
first glance, but the reader should now be able to discern 
something of their hidden meaning, thanks to the numbers and 
the preceding discussion. He will thus learn the occult 
interpretation of the terms, and this knowledge will serve for a 
comparative study of some pagan religions. 

The general arrangement of the hendekaglyph is as follows. 
There is a surrounding frame, representing the outer vast-ness, 
the infinite circle, which is numbered 0. Within it comes the 
triangle corresponding to the trinity in religion : the apices are 
numbered 1, 2, 3. Below the first triangle come two other 
triangles and a point: the apices of the second and third triangle, 
together with the point, numbered 4- 1 0, are seven and correspond 
to the seven archangels in religion. 

In Plate I, taking each number separately, one has: 

0. The Limitless, the Infinite Circle. The divine substance; also 
the void. Existence without an attribute; a sort of negative 
existence or non-existence. 

1. The phallic god as the first emanation of 0, and as the first 
person of the trinity. The " Creator," hermaphrodite and self- 
complete. The Being par excellence; as the universal ego, the 
great " I AM." The Crown of creation, or the Crown. 

2. The second person in the trinity, engendered by the first 
person. Wisdom or Forethought. 

(8) Compare the attitude of the ego which has been repressed or dethroned 
by objective reason. 
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3. The third person of the trinity, bom from the union of 1 and 
2. Sometimes known as Intelligence, also as Fire, and as 
Destroyer. Fire and light are both favourite symbols in phallism. 

Below come the seven archangels: these represent the (esoteric) 
graces and virtues which form the court of the god. They also fill 
a more essential role as parts of the body: see Plate III, A. The 
result is a certain confusion in the nomenclature. 

The second triad generally bears the names of graces and 
virtues: 

4. Grace or Mercy; Magnanimity or Greatness. 

5. Justice or Strength. 

6. Beauty or Purity. 

Considered as a unit, this triad (it will be recalled) is male, and is 
known as "King" or "Man"; whereas the triangle below is female 
and is known as "Holy Mother" or "Queen." The third triangle 
(sexual organs) is: 

7. Triumph or Victory. 

8. Glory or Splendour. 

9. Base or Foundation — (of phallic worship). 

The point beneath is (as it were) the ground on which the figure 
stands. Everything one can desire is at the feet of the god of 
magic: 

10. Worldly Wealth and Power, or the Kingdom. (It is also the 
first complete creation.) 

The first triangle represents the Intellectual World (head); the 
second, the Moral World (abdomen, seat of the emotions); the 
third, the Material World (sexual organs). See Plate III, A. 

The eleven numbers of the hendekaglyph may be arranged in 
the form of a double hexagram, as shown in Plate II. This 
diagram shows the microcosm (man) reflected in the macrocosm 
(phallic god), as has been explained. If the upper hexagram is 
folded over the lower hexagram, it will be seen that: "Grown" 
falls on "Kingdom," "Grace" falls on " Beauty," etc. 

The hendekaglyph is frequently found in triplicate, that is, three 
hendekaglyphs of eleven numbers each, making a total 
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of thirty-three numbers, as shown in Plate III. This is its most 
complete form. It may be inteipreted in several ways. The 
hendekaglyph " A " may represent the god; " B " may represent 
man, the lord of the earth; and "C" may represent Infernal Man, 
lord of the lower regions. The doctrine of correspondences is 
carefully elaborated. 

The neophyte is told that his "Aspiration" (B, i) is creative (like 
that of " Creator," A, 1). In reality, as a result of the pursuit of 
magic, it becomes " Darkness " (C, 1). He is told that his mind 
will be intelligence, and his soul wisdom: in reality they become 
"Formless" and "Shapeless." The further he goes in magic, the 
greater he imagines himself, and the lower he really sinks through 
Pride, Envy, Idolatry, Defilement, Crime, Anger and Violence, 
Lust and Seduction. 

The thirty-three numbers of the triple hendekaglyph are also 
applied to degrees of initiation. The neophyte begins as the 
"void" with 0, in hendekaglyph "A." Each number is a step. His 
judgment and his values are progressively falsified. This matter 
will be treated later. 

* * * * 

THE PRACTICE OF OCCULTISM 

A few words on the general practice of magic or occultism (9) 
may explain some of the more involved points in the theory. 

The preparatory training includes, besides a theoretical 
knowledge, certain breathing exercises and a strict dietary 
observance. The purpose of the former is to control by will the 
whole organism "in all its planes." Only after this preliminary 
training (we are told), does the occultist become aware of the 
latent forces in nature and in man, and of the real meaning behind 
the magic diagrams. 

The highest product generated by the human organism, from 
the mechanical aspect, is the (sexual) nervous energy. All the 
neophyte's efforts will be directed to generating this nervous 
energy as "pure" and as "delicate" as possible; then 

(9) Compare the little work by Papus (Dr. Encausse), Qu'est ce que 
rOccultisme, ed. Chamuel, Paris, 1900, pp. 32 ft. 
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towards concentrating this purified sex force, as quickly as he 
can, on some given point of the organism, of the brain, or on 
something outside the body, for this force can be " projected" at a 
distance. 

Now the generation of this nervous energy is directly con- 
nected with diet, and the purity of the force depends on the purity 
of the diet, aided by the breathing exercises. This point should be 
noted, because it proves that the occult force is entirely physical. 
It also explains the dietary prescriptions of the Hindus, of the 
Jews, and others. 

The diet most suitable for the generation of pure sex force is 
that which contains the fewest animal substances: the 
Pythagorean diet is the best. But this diet, like certain religious 
fasts, is followed for a certain period only: forty days at a 
maximum. Then the student resumes the mixed or attenuated diet, 
or else remains exclusively vegetarian, according to his 
temperament, tastes, the climate, etc. 

The main object is to avoid introducing into the system what 
Descartes called " animal spirits." Hence, all animals for the 
priestly table are killed according to a special rite — e.g., the 
Jewish schechita, cutting the throat and allowing the animal to 
bleed to death slowly, to remove all the blood. Stimulants are 
forbidden, and only incense, myrrh, and some herbs acting 
directly on the mind (imagination) allowed. 

The purpose of the breathing exercise is to increase or diminish 
at will the quantity of carbonic acid in the blood, by retarding or 
activating the expiration of the breath. Many Buddhist sects and 
some Islamic fraternities practise these exercises, especially the 
Indian Yogis and Thibetan priests and magicians. 

Through this training, the student comes in contact more 
closely with invisible nature: the. world of dreams reveals itself 
to him first; then 'second sight' (clairvoyance) and intuition 
develop by degrees. 


Human " magic, or that of the microcosm, has to do with 
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all direct influence of men on other men, especially with that of 
the trained occultist on the untrained person. The key to it is the 
employment of the astral body and its conscious guidance, — 
which distinguishes this kind of magic from that which uses 
mediums. It is accomplished through progressive training by diet 
and breathing exercises. 

Another form of magic is necromancy, that is, the evocation of 
spirits. This is more dangerous both for the occultist, and " for the 
spirit evoked." 

Theurgy (miracle-working) is a safer way of communicating 
with the invisible plane. Only the "Masters," generally disguised 
as theurgists, are able to act consciously on the spirits in all the 
planes of visible and invisible nature. 

"Natural" magic teaches how to make the "dynamized" human 
will act on the living forces of nature. Its key is the "astral light," 
which acts on nature as the astral body acts on man. The study of 
this kind of magic is chiefly based on astrology. If the 
astrological condition of the heavens is favourable, the operator 
tries to act on the "spirits" of different orders whose activity is in 
the various planes of nature. " For, every advanced occultist 
knows that everything in nature is the work of spirits of different 
categories, some higher than others." (10) 

The spirits are divided into two main categories. First, the 
spirits inferior to human nature: these are called spirits of the 
elements, or " elementals." These elementals act in nature as the 
embryonic cells act in man. 

The second class are the spirits equal or superior to man. These 
are the "planetary" spirits of the Kabbalah, and the spirits of the 
dead. This class includes also the spirits called "angels" and 
"demons" in the Old Testament, and the "astral" spirits. These 
astral spirits will not come when evoked unless they want to, or 
unless they are constrained to come. They can only be 
constrained by conjuration, and 

(10) Papus, op. cit. p. 41. Papus (Dr. Encausse) belonged to the 
Martiniste school and was himself a famous occultist. 
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if a single detail in the ceremony is wrong, they can do what they 
like with the unfortunate evocator. The preparation for the magic 
ceremony is of great importance: it consists in fasting, choosing 
the right astrological influences, the right spot for the magic 
circle, etc. 


* * * * 

In closing, one may recapitulate some of the points concerning 
the character of magic as follows: 

1. Man is attracted to magic by the notion of " getting 
something for nothing," of the " secret heritage," as opposed to 
the idea of " earning an honest living." Magic appeals to man's 
baser nature, to his greed and appetites, and to his ego. 

2. The magic mirror flatters the ego, by making him believe 
that he is on a par with God. At the same time, it distorts his 
outlook: leads him to reject reason, and to accept non-reason, lies, 
and hypocrisy in its place. Vice becomes virtue. Man becomes 
the slave of his ego. 

3. The ego finds its model in the phallic ego. The person, by 
the study of magic, learns to exploit the intellectualized sex force 
for the purposes of hypnotism, magnetism, etc. By following a 
special diet, he escapes (in part) the physical reaction which 
nature has provided against the abuse of her functions. By 
remaining subject only, the person thinks to escape all 
responsibility: it is the "spirits," the mediums, or the phallic god, 
as the case may be, who are responsible (it is claimed). Man 
becomes the slave of the phallic god. 

4. The person becomes part of a secret society held together 
by a common hatred, depravity, hypocrisy, and greed. It is one of 
the thousands of occult fraternities which secretly worship the 
phallic god and practise magic for their own ends. These 
fraternities, which are the plague of humanity, have always 
exploited religion as a screen for their activities: paganism in all 
its forms is their work. 



